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The recent celebration this year the centennial anniversary 
Dickens’s birth has occasioned renewed general interest his 
works, and has given rise the publication many reviews his 
life, his writings and his genius. the latest the really great 
British novelists, Dickens occupies way culminating position 
the history the development that peculiarly English and modern 
literary form, the novel. His genius many-sided that consi- 
der whole well-nigh impossible. One can only select aspects 
particular interest from this that point view, study them 
individually and consider their relation the whole. 

portrayer the life and society his times Dickens 
perhaps unrivaled, unless Thackeray. for this that 
many readers value him most. Others are concerned with the effect 
which his novels had influencing opinion, instigating reform and 
modifying conduct. these respects, too, his work was undoubtedly 
great. From literary standpoint, however, there perhaps nothing 
his genius marvelous his creation character. 

respect the number his characters Dickens surpassed 
writer the range fiction. created them with lavish 
and unequalled prodigality. this respect differs markedly from 
Thackeray, whose characters are relatively few. Perhaps the reason 
for this that Dickens apparently drew many his personages 
directly from life, and perhaps this, too, the why they are 
lifelike. Few them are elaborately wrought. The majority are 
swift but unerring sketches. Some reappear often. Many crowd 
through his teeming pages, occupy the stage for but moment, then 
are seen more though never forgotten. 

Dickens understood and sympathized with all sorts and conditions 
men. Men all kinds and walks life appear his writings, 
and mostly they are the real people to-day. ‘To discuss all any 
large part them would only confusing. One can best select 
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group and consider its relation his work whole. Dickens has 
perhaps rather less say about doctors than about members any 
the other professions, yet his novels less than twenty-six 
occur characters, besides several others that are not mentioned 
name. Without undertaking describe more than few these, 
interesting recall some them and examine the truth and 
manner their portraiture. 

all Dickens’s medical characters none are more generally 
familiar than Bob Sawyer and Ben Allen. two nonchalant 
gentlemen are introducted fairly late Papers,’’ but 
occupy its pages for considerable time. horrify Mr. Pickwick 
the their references medical topics; and their 
allusions the dissecting room and the freedom their conduct 
the party their lodgings illustrate fundamental characteristic 
all medical students the earlier days their studies, when the 
breaking down many the usual conventions has led them into 
certain brutal frankness manner, thought and speech not yet miti- 
gated recurring realization the validity the gentler customs 
and higher ideals life. the party above mentioned are 
briefly introduced, too, Jack Hopkins, another medical student, 
breezy personality, whom are indebted for several clinical 
anecdotes, including the marvelous one the necklace wooden 
beads foreign body the stomach. Five other medical students 
are introduced into the same chapter, described chiefly their 
costume, yet real personages for all that. The company, though 
perhaps bit caricatured, many Dickens’s characters tend be, 
are none the less true life. 

One other medical student, Alfred Heathfield, plays consider- 
able part Battle Life’’; and one 
Richard Carstone, illustrates too well the perplexities young man 
with special tastes aptitudes endeavoring decide profes- 
sion, and the importance being earnest that profession 
medicine. Neither these, however, has the individuality Bob 
Sawyer and Ben Allen, who remain the prototypes all medical 
students literature. 

Two other medical characters appear Papers,’’ two 
surgeons, Dr. Slammer, little fat man with ring upright black 
hair round his head and extensive bald plain the top 
the bellicose surgeon the Ninety-Seventh with whom Mr. Winkle 
became unfortunately involved result the ball the Victoria 
and Bull Rochester; and Dr. Payne the Forty-Third, the 
disappointed referee the duel. Though these two men are but 


minor characters hastily sketched, and appear only two chapters, 
they are thoroughly real and probably true representatives men 
their type and time. 

Alexander Manette, the Two Cities,’’ have 
person entirely different kind, delicate, pathetic figure, finely 
conceived, tenderly and exquisitelydrawn. physician, 
and the last chapter described still, what every physician 
should be, all men his healing office,’’ hardly 
doctor that think him. rather man whose passage 
through great tragedy has transported him beyond the limits even 
his profession. not man any profession, time race; 
man who was.’’ 

besides Richard Carstone’s preceptor, Mr. 
Boyham Badger,—the fresh-faced, crisp-looking gentleman, 
with weak voice, white teeth, light hair and surprised eyes,’’ and 
tireless admiration for his wife’s two previous husbands,—there 
Allan Woodcourt, the hero the narrative, who introduced 
Nemo’s death-bed merely dark young surgeon,’’ but whose 
character grows breadth and manliness throughout the tale. 
the same chapter introduced, too, another Dickens’s nameless 
personages, testy medical man, brought from his dinner,—with 
broad, snuffy upper lip, and broad Scotch tongue.’’ coroner’s 
inquest this chapter marvel vividness depicting the 
medico-legal procedure the time. Whether Dickens’s descriptions 
are brief long, they are equally masterly and show how clearly, 
intensely and accurately visualized both his scencs his 
characters. 

Copperfield’’ and and Son’’ are made 
acquainted with types the family physician. Little Mr. Chillip not 
only received David his advent into this world but attends him 
through the measles, consoles him after his mother’s death, befriends 
him under the tyranny the Murdstones, soothes the dying days 
his faithful friend Barkis, and delights him his return London 
with intelligence past events. Mr. Chillip was meekest his 
sex, the mildest little men,’’ but was good doctor, feel 
sure, and such deserves respectful memory. ‘There has been 
better statement than his the axiom physician’s conduct, that 
medical man, being much families, ought have neither 
eyes nor ears for anything but his profession.’’ 

Mr. Pilkins, the family practitioner and Son,’’ was 
aman rather different stamp. Again who receives Paul 
Dombey into this vale tears, with the aid the pompous Dr. 
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Parker Peps consultant, ‘‘one the great court physicians, and 
man immense reputation for assisting the increase great 
families.’’ Despite their care, however, and the assistance Mrs. 
Blockitt, the nurse, simpering piece faded gentility,’’ they 
succeed losing Mrs. Dombey post-partum hemorrhage. 
withstanding this misadventure, however, which really made little 
difference any one except Paul and Florence, Mr. Pilkins continues 
attend Paul during his delicate childhood; and Dr. Peps, now 
become Sir Parker, watches over Paul’s death. One cannot help 
liking Mr. Pilkins and Sir Parker, despite their professional failings, 
and one feels sure they must have been good men heart. Though 
each appears but two chapters, they are vividly drawn any 
character Dickens. old nurse comes back him, too, 
that last illness. She another the nameless personages. She 
cannot have been the same Mrs. Blockitt, one certain. Except 
for her, Dickens’s nurses are not compliment the profession. 
Sairey Gamp and Betsey Prig ‘‘Martin have become 
types, like Bob Sawyer and Ben Allen, but happily they are not pro- 
totypes. are pillorizations type that since the days 
Florence Nightingale has passed away forever. 

‘‘Martin Chuzzlewit’’ there are three doctors: Mr. Lewsome, 
the surgeon who gives Mrs. Gamp orders for the care her 
typhoid case that are never carried out; Dr. John Jobling, the medical 
officer ‘‘who had followed poor old Anthony the grave, 
and who had attended Mrs. Gamp’s patient the Bull’’; and Dr. 
Ginery Dunkle, the oratorical American doctor who physician 
all. these, the best description perhaps that Dr. Jobling. 

had portentously sagacious chin, and pompous voice, 
with rich huskiness some its tones that went directly the 
heart, like ray light shining through the ruddy medium choice 
old Burgundy. neckerchief and shirt-frill were ever the 
whitest, his clothes the blackest and sleekest, his gold watch-chain 
the heaviest, and his seals the largest. His boots, which were 
always the brightest, creaked walked. Perhaps could 
shake his head, rub his hands warm himself before fire better 
than any man alive; and had peculiar way smacking his lips 
and saying ‘Ah!’ intervals while patients detailed their symptoms, 
which inspired great 

But the medical scenes ‘‘Mattin Chuzzlewit’’ are not the 
most creditable, and one glad pass them briefly over. 

‘‘Little another obstetrician, much less attractive 
nature than Mr. Chillip, Mr. Pilkins Sir Parker Peps,—Dr. 


Haggage, the Marshalsea prison doctor, shabby, 
torn and darned rough-weather sea-jacket, out elbows, and 
eminently short buttons (he had been his time the experienced 
surgeon carried passenger ship), the dirtiest white trousers con- 
ceivable mortal man, carpet slippers and visible linen, 
ghastly medical scarecrow.’’ One shudders think his septic 
midwifery, yet ushered Amy, Little Dorrit, into the world without 
disaster her her mother. Mrs. Bangham, the nurse this 
episode, seems have had bit more humanity than the odious 
Sairey, yet she and Haggage are both well forgotten. 

Mr. Losberne, Twist,’’ pleasant antithesis 
Jobling and Haggage, and his goodness and humanity only stand out 
stronger contrast with the crime and cruelty Oliver’s surround- 
ings. Dickens’s other doctors,—of Dr. Lumbey ‘‘Nicholas 
Nickleby’’ Joe Specks the Traveller,’’ Dr. 
Wasky and Mr. Dawson Boz,’’ and Drs. Toorell, 
Grummidge, Kutankumagen, Soemup and Mr. Knight Bell, that 
strange aggregation the Association,’’—there neither 
space nor need speak. One prefers take leave them with the 
pleasant picture Mr. Losberne his retirement, where took 
gardening, planting, fishing, and carpentering.’’ What better end 
could each desire for himself 

Dickens’s doctors, his other characters, may, perhaps, 
truly said criticism that they not exist apart from their 
environment. Yet they carry their environment with them, and one 
can recreate them will from the author’s pages. Dickens, must 
remembered, was novelist, and the function novel 
present life cross-section, that the drama create 
eternally valid human types independent their environment. 
Dickens’s doctors are characters only two dimensions, yet their 
portrayal the most human. They are not all credit the 
profession, but neither are all its members to-day. they not 
move and act three dimensions, like the physician 
that the fault the novel literary form. But lite-sketches 
real men they are living likenesses. Dickens has created more 
doctors than any other great writer fiction, and pleasant 
think that included our profession the wealth and profusion 
his genius. 


CHAOS AND CRIME LIBRARIES. 


DAVINA WATERSON. 

There was not, perhaps, prior the Revolution, medical library 
this country which numbered thousand volumes, and the vast 
majority physicians did not own fifty, these latter being the 
same class the famous Dr. Radcliffe London, though they could 
not his retort Hans requires books,’’ implying did not, 
when found that Sir Hans Sloane kept catalogue his 
very small collection curiosity the Sloane Museum. 

Formerly the importation medical works depended the 
certain kindness travelling confrére and the uncertain kindness 
wind and wave, pirate and fire; now treasures from European sales 
arrive every week, and Osler and Cushing outbid one another wire. 
The Surgeon-General, Washington, has telescopic eyes and deep 
purse; slowly netting many the rarest books, the wistful 
regret the dollarless English bibliophile, who, however, sometimes 
has his revenge when the library private medical collector sold, 
such that Dr. Samuel Purple, which went the hammer 
Boston February 1909. 

would difficult note any ‘‘chaos and crime’’ the large 
private collections this country, but the mere avowal from the 
busy doctor that has trained librarian’’ indicates that the 
victim delusion order, and certainly not guiltless when 
has placed his most cherished possessions the hands one who, 
with ill-directed zeal, may commit atrocious crimes. 

With neat stack catalogue cards, pen his liking and 
brain full the librarian sorts the last stack books 
which have arrived. apparently, error his work. 
Title, author, publisher, number pages, illustrations, size; gives 
number, shelf letter, and places the shelves. ancient 
page missing’’ (no date). Here little pile 
new re-prints, pamphlets the author’s compliments,’’ some 
from leading men. are carefully catalogued under 
‘‘author’’ both. There new book; the magnum opus 
man known throughout the medical world. given its card and 
carefully shelved. table clear; the day not far spent, 
little done some neglected piles, left, perhaps, 
predecessor put aside ‘‘gone through’’ when the jaded owner 
has that coveted ‘‘spare time,’’ which never likely have until 


too old too ill use it. collection puzzling: dust-worn 
journals, kept one knows why; German pamphlet with five 
lined title; grimy printed sheet with list men graduating 
Yale 1806. Where put all? How catalogue such mis- 
cellaneous collection. Now comes the tip-top error. miscella- 
neous. file case labelled and into goes all the pile. 
flicking the duster, arrangement newly-written cards, little 
washing hands, big sigh content the beautiful order 
produced faithful busy-ness, and the library closed for the night. 
But with the night come poor unhappy shades bibliophilic doctors 
with dumb protestation. The books they starved and planned get; 
the books they sold with such regret; the fine engraving; calf’’ 
covers; points discussed with mutual lovers; the keen delight open- 
ing cases and seeing all the leathery faces; all re-called they 
sadly see these their once possessions put away stiff stark rows; 
none left around catch the sunshine their fine old gold lettering; 
none tempt and tease the fellow doctor who covets badly. ‘They 
look suspiciously the heating apparatus; ‘‘Alack!’’ cries Bartho- 
linus, all books were burnt 1665’’ mine’’ “‘and 
mine’’ echo other ghosts mournfully, knowing well that Vanderbilt 
and Rothchild millions could not replace the books blackened into 
sad disrecognition. 

Their ghostly eyes scan the catalogue cards done during the past 
day. volume with page missing’’ never had one, being 
printed before they were used; the ‘‘n. d.’’ book has the year hidden 
few lines black letter the last page; that credited with 
illustrations originally had fine engraving Rymsdyck, fact 
easily discovered; one entered under has valuable 
pamphlet Gorter bound with it; another rare edition known 
errors pagination. The illustrations anatomical work are 
the famous Peter Camper. The giant folio Hunter’s Gravid 
Uterus has two splendid engravings Sir Robert Strange father 
line engraving’’; these were all Hunter could afford have him 
do. One volume has marginal notes Benjamin Rush, but none 
these points, those the book being spoilt rebinding, 
being the first American edition belonging 
illustre has been noted. 

The trained librarian does not live for posterity. Some the 
re-prints and pamphlets lost the mazes will soon 
eagerly sought for those Jenner Lister. recently came 
across some Osler’s early pamphlets filed under just the letter 
the more. 


The new books the table may first editions, the author’s 
inscription, the first impression the plates, all adding their value 
and deserving mention ‘first edition’ ‘rare’ set cards, hardly 
ever made. the collection, will some day 
prove treasure-trove those who buy the bundle second hand 
store. had much pleasure going through one such packet 
labelled No. bought for cents and rich pamphlets and 
press cuttings the time Rush and his fellow-workers. easy, 
even now, get the first papers Rays Radium?, yet their 
value will have increased hundred fold twenty years; doubtless 
many have already been buried file boxes and await doubtful 
resurrection. 

Devouring flames have blazed minatory trail through the 
avenues precious books. Carelessness, war, bigotry, devotion, 
helped the fire tospread. wonder St. Paul, being ascholar, did not 
feel rather regretful when saw the parchment rolls arts’’ 
the value some 418,000, being burnt his converts Ephesus? 
The Saracens present the burning the Alexandrian library 
neither realized nor cared when the famous collection ended smoke 
and black flakes, and almost with relief that take down tiny 
volume (1st edition) from Dr. Kelly’s shelves, and read 
thecae Incendio, Filios, 1670, Thomas Bartholin which 
shews him making sad lamentation for, and diligent catalogue of, his 
partially burnt books, the most prized being the works Celsius 
which Rhodius had marginally annoted. begins prefatorially, 
his sons, Caspar, Christopher and Thomas: qua constantia 
flammas meliorem Biblio thecae ‘‘partem devastantes nuper exceperim, 
optimum existimans pati quae emendare non potui, Deum, quo 
auctore cuncta proveniunt, sine murmuratione comitari,’’ the end 
the volume are three commiseratory poems from medical friends. 
The catalogue lovingly annotated with description and value other 
than monetary the volumes. 

The biographical records American doctors often one brief 
phrase describe collection ‘‘unfortunately destroyed fire,’’ but 

the united records almost inspire wish for compulsory precautions 
the pretty and dignified friends who have come over from Europe 
adorn the libraries medical America. John Clayton (1693-1773) 
carefully left his completed for two botanical volumes and 
hortus siccus folio size charge county clerk—so secure 
custody those town safes seemed, but fire broke out and John Clayton 

was sad and bereaved his newly born ideas. Dr. John Draper, 

the Scientist 1866 lost his library, the notes his extensive re- 
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searches and his apparatus, while the same year the building 
erected for the medical side the University New York was de- 
stroyed and all the morbid specimens, and careful description 
them, belonging Dr. Valentine Mott. Mott was inconsolable and 
the student world bereft valuable adjunct. the year before, 
1865, South Carolina medical scientist, Dr. Robert Gibbes, lost 
his pictures, library and museum when Columbia was destroyed, and 
little volume labelled ‘Books burnt’ represents big gap made 
the obstetric section Dr. Howard Kelly’s library when, one cold 
night, the furnace was overheated. 

almost duty for doctor avoid chaos and crime his 
library. rich, his collection may university and how much 
more appreciated its merits are set forth literary catalogue. 
should die poor, then will fetch more auction, for certainly 
appraiser can week two discover those merits which only 
patient, loving investigation can yield. ‘The volumes 
Davidson (175 pp) sold Breslau, 1881, fetched better prices because 
the rational catalogue, and that Dr. Richard Mead’s library 
itself good reading. 

who loves children’’ the first requiste nurse; 
who loves books’’ should the first thing required from librarian. 


Put early Galen, first edition Harvey his hands, and there 
dawn content his eyes, reverent tender handling before 
opening, if, probable, not rich, yet yields without 
sigh, then take him not, for almost worse than hot devouring flame 
the cold bloodless cataloguing hand this trained 


There Puysic fills the space, and far around, 

Pile above pile her learned works abound: 

Glorious their aim—to ease the labouring heart; 

war with death, and stop his flying dart; 

trace the source whence the fierce contest grew, 

And life’s short lease easier terms renew; 

calm the phrensy the burning brain; 

heal the tortures imploring pain; 

Or, when more powerful ills all efforts brave, 

ease the victim device can save, 

And smooth the stormy passage the grave. 
—The Library. George Crabbe. 
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THE ANNUAL MEETING. 


The sixteenth annual meeting the Association will held this 
year Washington connection with the Congress Physicians. 
Details the meeting will sent each member duetime. 
hoped that this year there will rather full meeting that 
the future the Association may fully discussed, and plans for 
any changes work that may deemed necessary arranged. 

The past year has not been busy one could wish and 
yet considerable amount valuable work has been accomplished. 
The chief drawback very much better more useful work lies 
chiefly the apathy the members. exchange has received 
but few wants and these have been duly forwarded various libraries. 
The difficulty probably, for the most part, not due any lack 
desire help each other but because insufficient library force 
undertake the necessary research determine whether not any 
particular book pamphlet exists among the duplicates. the 
average medical library, there always much work that 
duplicates are thrown one side, and only now and then any 
special attention paid them. 

Whether will possible have our worker list the more im- 
portant duplicates some the medical libraries question which 
ought thoroughly discussed. may not possible account 
funds but should highly desirable know whether the 
libraries care have such work undertaken. shall duly 
grateful for any suggestions this other topics pertaining 
the work the Association. members have suggestions make 
and find that they will not able the meeting, trust that 
they will write their opinions fully and send them time taken 
the annual meeting. 


No. 


EXCHANGE. 


The following publications are owned the Association and 
authority the Executive Committee are offered the members. 
These will distributed the basis first come first served and 
not with any reference size the library applying. requests 
are made within two months time these volumes will otherwise 
disposed of. Library members will please note that this list includes 
publications certain amount historical value. Individual 
members desiring any the following publications should send their 
applications once and the volumes asked for are not wanted 
library they will forwarded the expiration the time above 


stated. 
Abbott, 


Adamkiewicz, 
Addison, 


Alanson, 


Amer. Medical Times. 


Ancell, Henry. 
Andral, 
Andral, 


Baillie, Matthew. 


Ball, 
Bartlett, 
Bartlett, 
Baumes, 
Beaumont, Wm. 
Beneke, 
Bernard, 
Bernutz, G., and 
Goupil, 


Bier, 


The hygiene transmissable diseases, etc. ed. 
New York. 1901. 

den krebs, etc. Wien. 1893. 

collection the published writings of, ed. Wilks 
and Daldy. (New Syd. Soc.) London. 1868. 242 

1782. 296 

Vol. 1860; Vol. 2-3, 4-5, 1862; 
Vol. 1863. 

treatise tuberculosis, the constitutional origin 
consumption and scrofula. London. 1852. 779 
Medical clinic; diseases the abdomen. 

Spillan. Phila. 1843. 420 

Medical clinic; diseases the encephalon, etc. Tr. 
Spillan. Phila. 1843. 303 

The morbid anatomy some the most important 
parts the human body. ed. Albany. 1795. 
248 

The rectum and anus; their diseases and treatment. 
Phila. 1887. 410 

The history, diagnosis and treatment the fevers 
the United States. Phila. 1856. 

History, diagnosis and treatment typhoid and typhus 
fever, etc. Phila. 1842. 393 

Traite premiére dentition des maladies souvent 
trés-graves qui dépendent. Paris. 1806. 402 
The physiology digestion with experiments the 

gastric juice. 2ded. Burlington. 1847. 303 

Grundlinien der pathologie des stoff-wechsels. Berlin. 
1874. 448 

Lecons sur les propriétés des tissus vivants. Paris. 
1866. 492 

Clinical memoirs the diseases women. 
London. 1867. 

Hyperamie als heilmittel. Leipzig. 1903. 

Hospital plans, five essays construction, organization 


Billroth, 


Blandin, 


Bouchut, 


Bourrel, 
Braidwood, 
Bretonneau, P., al. 
Bright, 


Bristowe, 


Brochard, C.—V. 
Brothers, 
Budd, 


Bulkeley, 
Butler, G., 


Central Indiana Hosp. 
for Insane. 
Chambers, 
Charcot, 
Charcot, 
Chomel, 


Churchill, 


Civiale, Jean. 
Clapp, Herbert 
Clapp, Herbert 


Clark, James. 


Clark, John. 


Clark, Thomas 


Beitrage zur operative chirurgie. Ed. Czerny. 


treatise topographical with relation 
surgery and operative medicine. Tr. 
Doane. New York. 1834. 367 

Practical treatise diseases children and infants 
the breast. Tr. with notes and additions Bird. 
London. 1855. 776 

Traité complet rage chez chien chat: moyen 
s’en preserver. Paris. 1874. 136 

Memoirs diphtheria. Biographical appendix 
Chatto. Tr. London. 1859. 404p. 

Clinical memoirs abdominal tumours and intumes- 
cence. Ed. Barlow. London. 1860. 326 

treatise the theory and practice 
Notes and additions Hutchinson. ed. 
Phila. 1879. 1081 

Des bains mer chez les enfants. 
1876. 260 

Infantile mortality during child-birth and its prevention. 
Phila. 1896. 

the organic diseases and functional disorders the 
stomach. New York. 1856. 283 

Eczema and its management. New York. 1881. 344p. 

Materia medica and therapeutics; preventive medicine, 
climatology, Chicago. 1903. v.8 

Report from pathological department, 1908-1909. In- 
dianapolis. 1910. 224 

Digestion and its derangements. New York. 1856. 
441 

Diseases the nervous system. Tr. Sigerson. 
London. 1877. 325 

Lectures Bright’s disease the kidneys. Tr. 
Millard. New York. 1878. 100 

Elémens pathologie générale. Paris. 1841. 

the diseases women, including pregnancy and 
childbed. Notes and additions Condie. 
1857. 768 

Traité pratique sur les maladies des organes génito- 
urinaires. 2v. 2ded. Paris. 1850. 

consumption contagious, and can transmitted 
means food? Boston. 1881. 178 

Boston. 1880. 101 

tuberculous and scrofulous diseases. Phila. 1835. 
296 

Observations diseases which prevail long voyages 

Observations the nature and cure fevers, and 


diseases West and East Indies and America. 
Edinburgh. 1801. 257 
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